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LEGAL NOTICE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS/PUBLIC NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be receivetty the Lake County Soil and Water Conservation Distriat
105 Main Street, Painesville, OH, 44077 in the Headwaters ConfermRoom on the 3rd floor of the
Nolan Building (Building B) on September 22026, and will be opened and read at 12:00 P.M. for
the following Project:

Invasive Vegetation Control on Restoration Sites

Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting: Wednesday, September 16, 2026 at @0:AM via Microsoft Teams.
RSVP required.

RSVP to cstillisano@Ilakecountyohio.gov for details

Bids must be in accordance with specifications included in theRequest for Proposals (RFP). Digital
versions of the RFP will be available on the Lake SWCD websites:
https://www.lakecountyohio.gov/swcd/ and https://lakeconservation.org/. Hard copies will be
available for pick-up at the District Office. Bidders shall beasponsible for checking Addenda and
obtaining any from the website.

By order of:

Dan Donaldson, District Administrator

News-Herald:
August 28, 2026
September 4, 2026
September 11, 2026
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SECTION A: SERVICES AND PROJECT COSTS

The Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District (Lake SWCD or Didjriis seeking a
Contractor to complete invasive species treatment at two ompleted restoration sites in Madison
Village, Lake County, Ohio. (Project). This project is funded und#ére Lake Erie Community (LEC)
grant program administered by the Ohio Lake Erie Commission (OLEQhe contract will include
assistance and coordination with Lake SWCD throughout implemeiation.

The Contractor shall furnish all necessary labor, equipment, mateails, supplies, permits, licenses,

certifications, documentation, and other services necessary to canplete the Project. The maximum
contract price for performance under this contract is $67,80.00. This maximum amount of
$67,900.00 shall not be exceeded under any circumstances unlasswritten authorization is obtained
from Lake SWCD Lake SWCD's obligation to pay the Contractor is subject to the avalldity and

eligibility of grant funds. All proposals shall include the total amounnhecessary for completion of the
Project. The proposal shall include an itemization of the cost ahaterials, labor, and any additional
cost the Contractor deems necessatry.

The Contractor shall be responsible for determining whether anyermits, licenses, certifications, or
regulatory approvals are required to implement the project and shall obin all such authorizations
prior to commencing work. The Contractor shall comply with all applichle federal, state, and local
laws, regulations, permit conditions, and herbicide label requiremens.

This responsibility includes conducting any surveying, data collectionor other supporting activities

necessary to prepare and submit permit applications, as welhs paying all associated fees. No work
shall commence until all required permits, licenses, certifications, and regulatory approvals have
been obtained.

Contractors may identify alternative or complementary approaclkes that they believe would achieve
the Project objectives more effectively or economically. Anyproposed alternative shall clearly
identify the affected scope item, describe the proposed pproach, and identify any resulting change
in cost or schedule. Lake SWCD reserves the right to acceptject, or negotiate any proposed
alternative. Please contact Caitlin Stillisano, Lake SWCD Watershed Coorditor at

cstillisano@lakecountyohio.gov with questions.

SECTION B: PROJECT OVERVIEW
Background

The proposed project will provide invasive species management atvb completed restoration sites

within the Arcola Creek Watershed (HUC-12: 041100030203) in Madison Village, L&kaunty, Ohio.

Both sites are located near the Lake Erie coastline and are part ébke County Soil and Water
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species control is needed to protect previous restoration invetments, maintain restored habitat

conditions, and support the ongoing public and educational uses ofhese sites.

Both restoration sites provide community benefits througtpublic access, environmental education,

and passive recreation. Without continued invasive species managementinvasive plants can

spread throughout restored areas, compete with establishing nativevegetation, reduce habitat

guality, and limit the long-term success of restoration effors.


mailto:cstillisano@lakecountyohio.gov

Arcola Creek Wetlands Park was completed in 2023 through funding frothe H20hio Wetlands

Program. The 19-acre project transformed vacant, Village-owned propsrinto a restored wetland

and public park through restoration of natural hydrology, creaon of wetland habitat, and installation

of walking trails, an overlook, and expanded parking. Located adjacet the Madison Village Senior
Center, the site provides opportunities for passive recreatio, nature observation, and

environmental education.

Following construction, the site received invasive vegetation mnagement. Current infestations are
limited to scattered populations of woody and emergent invasive gecies throughout the restored
wetland. Continued management is needed to prevent these raaining infestations from becoming
established and to protect the developing native plant commuity. Known target species include
common reed (Phragmites australig, reed canary grass Rhalaris arundinaceg, narrow-leaved
cattail (Typha angustifolig, purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria), Canada thistle Cirsium arvense,
and yellow sweet clover Kelilotus officinalis). Known target woody invasive species include autumn
olive (Elaeagnus umbellatg, European alder Alnus glutinosa), and Callery pear Pyrus calleryang.

Arcola Creek Headwaters Stream Restoration was completed in 2017 through tkahio EPA Section
319 Nonpoint Source Grant Program. The project restored a degraded heeater stream located
within a Village cemetery adjacent to Madison South Elementary Schb The site serves as an
outdoor classroom, where Lake County Soil and Water Conservation Difitt partners annually with
e 6U\eé ::+ -gkade Bcience Club to monitor stream habitat quality.

Since restoration, dense stands of common reedRhragmites australi§ have expanded throughout
the restored stream corridor. An adjacent parcel that was noincluded in the original restoration
project is also heavily dominated by Phragmites and servess a continuing source of reinfestation.
This area is visible in recent aerial imagery and represenassignificant factor affecting the long-term
effectiveness of invasive species management at the rested site.

Project Description

Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District (Lake SWCD), in partgkip with Madison Village
and selected ecological restoration contractor, will implement nvasive vegetation management at
two completed restoration sites in Madison Village, Ohio. The gramompletion date for this grant is
December 3T, 2028. The selected ecological restoration contractor will conduct imasive species
treatment, document project activities, and develop a long-term maagement plan to support
continued maintenance by Madison Village.

Key components of the project include:

X Treat invasive vegetation at Arcola Creek Wetlands Park and Arcola CkeEleadwaters
Stream Restoration, including common reed (Phragmites australisand other targeted
invasive plant species

X Conduct site assessments at both restoration sites to identify kawn and previously
undocumented invasive species and incorporate additional teget species into the
management approach as needed

x Conduct at least four invasive species treatment events ovethe grant period using site-
appropriate methods and best management practices



x Develop treatment maps, herbicide application records, photo documeatation, and annual
project reports to document progress and outcomes

X Prepare a long-term invasive vegetation management plan to gld Madison Village
maintenance efforts after completion of the grant-funded projet.

X Support native vegetation establishment in treated areas throgh native seed installation
where appropriate.

Project Partners

Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District (Lake SWCD): Project degesponsible for grant
administration, coordination, contractor procurement, project oversight, and implementation
support.

Madison Village: Project partner responsible for coordination cfite access and future maintenance;
Village staff will utilize the long-term management plan to supporbngoing invasive species control.

Selected Ecological Restoration Contractor: Responsible for implemamg invasive species
treatments, documenting activities, and developing project deliveables in accordance with grant
requirements and accepted restoration practices.

Project Goals

x Protect previous public investments in wetland and stream restorationby preventing
invasive species from degrading restored habitats

X Reduce invasive vegetation populations and limit future spread with the Arcola Creek
Watershed

X Support the long-term establishment and persistence of nave plant communities

X Maintain public access, educational opportunities, and recreational kenefits provided by the
restored sites

x Provide Madison Village with the tools and guidance needed fopntinued invasive species
management after the grant period

SECTION C: CONTRACTOR SCOPE OF SERVICES AND SGHEDUL

Overview
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vegetation assessment, treatment, monitoring, documentation, and long-term management
recommendations for two completed restoration sites within the ArcolaCreek Watershed. The

selected Contractor will assess each site to identify known and ggviously undocumented invasive

species, develop an appropriate treatment approach, and enduct at least four invasive species

treatment events over the project period.

The selected Contractor will be responsible for determining apmpriate treatment methods,
herbicide products, equipment, and timing based on site condions and applicable best
management practices. The Contractor shall be responsible forgeparing and submitting a Quality
Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) to USEPA, with review and input from L&8&CD and its partners,
and for completing all monitoring and reporting activities requiredunder the approved QAPP. The



Contractor shall also be responsible for obtaining and maintaiing all necessary permits, licenses,
certifications, and regulatory approvals and for complying with all aplicable federal, state, and
local requirements and herbicide label requirements.

The selected Contractor will document treatment activities through tratment maps, herbicide

application records, photographs, and annual summary reports. Wherappropriate, the Contractor

will coordinate native seed installation in treated areas to supprt native vegetation establishment.
The Contractor will also develop a long-term invasive vegetation anagement plan for use by
Madison Village following completion of the grant-funded project.

U\j11iX..U: Ue 6U :2eXiée:X \Uce:UbdU: UWUAKY: o\ & 61600

below.

Scope of Services

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

This RFP, the Contractor's proposal, the Lake SWCD Grant Agreement WithEC (Exhibit C),
and any other documents required by Lake SWCD shall be incorporated asrp of Lake
SWCD's contract with the Contractor.
The Contractor shall provide invasive vegetation assessment, éatment, monitoring,
documentation, and long-term management planning at the tw Project Sites identified in
this RFP:

i) Arcola Creek Wetlands Park

ii) Arcola Creek Headwaters Stream Restoration
The Contractor shall conduct an initial assessment of each Project Sitetdentify known and
previously undocumented invasive plant species and evaluate currd site conditions. The
Contractor shall incorporate identified invasive species inb the treatment program as
appropriate.
The Contractor shall conduct at least four invasive species treatent events during the
period from contract execution through December 31, 2028Treatment methods, herbicide
products, equipment, and timing shall be selected based orsite conditions, target species,
applicable best management practices, and all applicable herbicidedbel requirements.
Treatment activities shall include control of common reed (Phragmiteswstralis) and other

invasive plant species identified in this RFP and through Contractor site assessments.

Treatment methods may include targeted foliar application, cut-stunp treatment, or other

appropriate species-specific methods.

The Contractor shall coordinate all treatment activities with Lake SWCand Madison

Village. The Contractor shall provide advance notification to Lake SWCprior to each

treatment event to allow Lake SWCD to coordinate site access and Beduling with Madison

Village.

The Contractor shall participate in a project kick-off meeting withhake SWCD and Madison
Village prior to commencement of treatment activities. The Contraair shall also participate

in a project completion meeting following completion of the grant-funded treatment

activities.

The Contractor shall prepare and submit a Quality Assurance ProjedPlan (QAPP) in
accordance with applicable USEPA and OLEC requirements, with reviemd input from Lake
SWCD and its partners. The QAPP shall be submitted sufficientlyy advance of any
environmental data collection or compilation activities to allow for therequired review and
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approval. The Contractor shall not conduct environmental data colleton, production, or

use requiring QAPP approval until the QAPP has been approved by @ieEC Project Monitor.
The Contractor shall conduct monitoring and reporting activitiesni accordance with the
approved QAPP and applicable grant requirements.

9) Following each treatment event, the Contractor shall provide atreatment report
documenting the work completed. At a minimum, each report shalinclude:

i) Date(s) of treatment;

i) Areas and invasive species treated,;

iii) Treatment methods and herbicide products used;

iv) Herbicide application records, including application rates and veather conditions as
required;

v) Treatment maps;

vi) Photo documentation; and

vii) Any observations or recommendations relevant to future management.

10) The Contractor shall provide annual summary reports documenting treatna activities, site
conditions, progress toward project goals, and recommendationsdr subsequent treatment
activities.

11) The Contractor shall prepare a long-term invasive vegetation manament plan for Madison
Village to use following completion of the grant-funded projet The plan shall identify priority
invasive species and areas, recommended treatment approaals and timing, monitoring
needs, and recommendations for ongoing maintenance.

12) Where native seeding is included as part of the Project, the @Gtractor shall provide and
install the specified native seed mix in designated treatmentareas using methods
appropriate to the site and seed mix. The Contractor shall cooidate seeding activities with
Lake SWCD and Madison Village.

13) If applicable, the Contractor shall provide a two-year warranty omplant materials installed
through the Project. The warranty shall begin on the date ofnél acceptance of the
applicable planting work and shall require replacement of plant matdal that fails to
establish due to defective materials or workmanship, subjecto reasonable exclusions for
drought, flooding, herbivory, vandalism, or other conditiondeyond the Contractor's control.
Replacement materials shall be of the same or equivalent specieand installed during the
appropriate planting season.

14) The Contractor shall be responsible for determining whether anypermits, licenses,
certifications, or regulatory approvals are required to perform thavork and shall obtain all
such authorizations prior to commencing work. The Contractor shallcomply with all
applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, permit conditions,and herbicide label
requirements.

15) This responsibility includes conducting any surveying, dataatlection, or other supporting
activities necessary to prepare and submit permit applications, as il as paying all
associated fees. No work shall commence until all required permitslicenses, certifications,
and regulatory approvals have been obtained.

16) All work shall be performed in a good and workmanlike manner and accordance with all
applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, regulations, panit conditions, grant
requirements, and herbicide label requirements.



17) The Contractor shall minimize disturbance to existing native vegation, soils, wetlands,
streams, and other site features to the extent practicablewhile conducting treatment and
seeding activities.

18) The Contractor shall be responsible for restoring any areas unoessarily disturbed by its
activities to a condition equal to or better than the condition eisting prior to the Contractor's
work, at no additional cost to Lake SWCD.

19) The Contractor shall coordinate access to the Project Sites with LakeWCD and Madison
Village and shall comply with any site access requirements déablished by the property
owner.

20) All materials, reports, treatment records, maps, photographs monitoring data,
management plans, and other project documentation prepared byhe Contractor shall be
provided to Lake SWCD and shall be available for use in grantpmting, educational
materials, signage, future management, and other purposes retad to the Project.

21) The Contractor shall be solely responsible for obtaining all data and fiormation sources
necessary for implementation of the Project, except for imdrmation specifically identified in
the RFP as being provided by Lake SWCD.

22) Each part or detail of the work shall be subject to inspectionypLake SWCD or its designated
representatives and partners. Inspection by Lake SWCD shall not relie the Contractor of
responsibility for properly performing the work in accordance wh the Contract Documents.

23) The Contractor shall comply with all applicable restrictions governig pesticide applications,
work within wetlands or streams, tree and vegetation removal, andrptection of sensitive
natural resources.

24) Where planting or seeding is included in the Project, the Contctor shall schedule activities

during the appropriate planting or seeding window for the szified native seed mix and site
conditions. Summer installation shall be avoided where reasonably @cticable.

Schedule

August 28, 2026
September 4, 2026
September 11, 2026
September 16, 2026
September 21, 2026

September 22, 2026

September 29, 2026

First bid advertisement

Second bid advertisement

Third bid advertisement

Mandatory pre-bid meeting (virtual)

Questions pertaining to this Request for Proposals must be
submitted by 5:00 PM and directed to Caitlin Stillisano
(cstillisano@lakecountyohio.gov) via email only

A Question and Response document will be shared with all
participants of the mandatory pre-bid meeting

Proposals must be received by Lake SWCD by 12:00 PM (local time)

Lake SWCD and/or its partners may also conduct team interviews abeir discretion. These
interviews may be conducted virtually.
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All anticipated timeframes below are subject to change:

Q42026: Contract execution and QAPP preparation, review, and approval

Q12027: Project kickoff and site evaluation, following required QAPP approval
for applicable activities

Q22027 Q4 2028 Invasive species control and documentation

Q4 2028 Management plan development with Madison Village

SECTION D: FEDERAL, STATE, AND GRANT COMPLIANCHEREMENTS

Overview

The Project is funded through the Ohio Lake Erie Commission (OLBAth funds originating from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Lake County Soil and Water §gmation District (Lake
SWCD) is the grantee and will contract directly with the sucassful Contractor for invasive vegetation
control services (the Agreement).

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and localaws, regulations, grant
requirements, and terms and conditions applicable to the ProjectThe Contractor shall also ensure
that any subcontractors it engages to perform work under # Agreement comply with all
requirements applicable to the Contractor and the subcontracted wok.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to impose requiremets that are not applicable to the
services being procured under this RFP.

System for Award Management (SAM)

Lake SWCD may verify the eligibility of the Contractor and appéible subcontractors through the
federal System for Award Management (SAM) exclusions system prioraward and during the term
of the Agreement as appropriate.

The Contractor shall promptly notify Lake SWCD if it or any subcoatrtor performing work under the
Agreement becomes suspended, debarred, or otherwise excluet from participation in federally
funded programs.

Suspension and Debarment

The Contractor certifies that neither it nor, to its knowledge, any suontractor proposed to perform
work under the Agreement is suspended, debarred, or otherwise excled from participation in
federally funded programs.

Lake SWCD may verify the eligibility of the Contractor and appdible subcontractors through the
federal SAM exclusions system.

The Contractor shall notify Lake SWCD promptly if it or any subcontrisr becomes suspended,
debarred, or otherwise excluded during the term of the Agreeent.

11



Federal Procurement and Grant Requirements

The Contractor shall comply with all federal requirements applicabled contractors performing work
under federally funded awards, including applicable provisions of ZFR Part 200 and any applicable
EPA requirements.

The Contractor shall cooperate with Lake SWCD in providing informatioor documentation
reasonably necessary for Lake SWCD to demonstrate compliance witlis OLEC and EPA grant
requirements.

The Contractor shall flow down applicable federal requirements to all subcontretors performing
work under the Agreement and shall be responsible for ensurirgubcontractor compliance.

Mandatory Disclosures

The Contractor shall promptly disclose in writing to Lake SWCD anyexlible evidence of violations
of Federal criminal law involving fraud, conflict of interest, bribry, or gratuity violations potentially
affecting the Federal award, as required by 2 CFR § 200.113. The actor shall cooperate with
Lake SWCD in making any disclosures required to OLEC or the appropri&ederal agency.

Domestic Preferences
To the extent applicable to purchases made in connection wittthe Project, the Contractor shall
comply with applicable federal domestic preference requirements, incluling 2 CFR § 200.322.

The Contractor shall, to the greatest extent practicable and consisint with applicable federal
requirements, purchase, acquire, or use goods, products, and material produced in the United
States when required by the applicable grant requirements.

Any specific Buy America or Build America, Buy America requiremerapplicable to the Project shall
be complied with to the extent required by the applicable fedeal award and incorporated into the
Agreement.

The Contractor shall ensure that applicable requirements are flowedlown to subcontractors and
suppliers.

Conflict of Interest

The Contractor shall disclose to Lake SWCD any actual, potential, or apgant conflict of interest
involving the Contractor, its employees, officers, agents, subantractors, or any other person
participating in the performance or administration of the Agrement.

No employee, officer, agent, or subcontractor of the Contractor mayparticipate in the selection,
award, or administration of a subcontract supported by federafunds if that person has a real or
apparent conflict of interest.

The Contractor shall ensure that applicable conflictef-interest requirements are included in its
subcontracts and shall be responsible for addressing conflicts involwg its subcontractors.

Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination
The Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal and state civitights and nondiscrimination
laws and regulations in performing the work under the Agreement.

12



The Contractor shall not discriminate in employment or in the @formance of the services on the
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability,@e, or any other classification protected
by applicable law.

The Contractor shall ensure that applicable nondiscrimination requiremats are included in
subcontracts and shall be responsible for compliance by its subontractors.

Lobbying

The Contractor shall comply with applicable federal restrictions on lobbyingnd the use of federal
funds for lobbying activities, including the requirementsof 31 U.S.C. § 1352 and applicable federal
implementing regulations.

No federal funds provided for the Project may be used to pdgr lobbying activities prohibited by
federal law.

Where required by applicable federal law, the Contractor shall providehe required lobbying
certification and disclosures.

The Contractor shall ensure that applicable lobbying restrictions are inaded in subcontracts and
shall be responsible for compliance by its subcontractors.

Prohibition on Certain Telecommunications and Video Surveillance Equipment
The Contractor shall comply with 2 CFR § 200.216 and any other applicatiederal restrictions
concerning the procurement or use of prohibited telecommuications and video surveillance
equipment or services.

The Contractor shall not use federal funds provided under the Prajeto procure or obtain prohibited
equipment or services identified under applicable federal law.

The Contractor shall ensure that applicable requirements are flowedlown to subcontractors and
shall be responsible for subcontractor compliance.

Trafficking in Persons

The Contractor shall comply with applicable federal laws and regulationgrohibiting trafficking in
persons, including the Trafficking Victims Protection Act and applicalel provisions of 2 CFR Part 175,
as applicable to the federal award.

The Contractor shall ensure that applicable requirements are included iiis subcontracts and shall
be responsible for subcontractor compliance.

Procurement of Recovered Materials

The Contractor shall comply with 2 CFR § 200.323 and all applicable f@l requirements
concerning the procurement of recovered materials.

Environmental Compliance

The Contractor shall comply with all environmental requirements applicabled the Project, including
all conditions, clearances, permits, authorizations, and restrictons identified by OLEC, Ohio EPA, or
other applicable federal, state, or local agencies.

13



The Contractor shall not begin work that requires prior environmental earance, authorization, or
permit approval until Lake SWCD has provided written authorization tproceed.

The Contractor shall perform all invasive vegetation control activitiesy accordance with applicable
environmental laws, permits, pesticide regulations, product labels and agency requirements.

The Contractor shall immediately notify Lake SWCD of any environmeit violation, spill,
unauthorized treatment, permit issue, or other condition that couldaffect the Project's compliance
with applicable environmental requirements.

The Contractor shall ensure that applicable environmental requirements arelowed down to
subcontractors and shall be responsible for subcontractor conpliance.

Pesticide and Herbicide Requirements
All pesticide and herbicide applications performed under the Agrement shall comply with all
applicable federal and State of Ohio requirements.

The Contractor shall:

1. Use only products that are legally registered and approved fohé¢ intended use;

2. Follow all product labels, including application rates, application methods, buffer
requirements, weather restrictions, and water-use restrictions

3. Maintain all licenses, certifications, permits, and registrationsrequired by the State of Ohio
for the work performed;

4. Ensure that pesticide applications are performed only by properly liceresd or certified
personnel when required by law;

5. Take appropriate measures to prevent drift, runoff, spills, @d impacts to non-target species
and sensitive areas; and

6. Provide Lake SWCD with documentation of treatments, including datesocations, products
used, application rates, and other information reasonably requsted by Lake SWCD.

The Contractor shall ensure that any subcontractor performing pestide or herbicide applications
meets all applicable licensing, certification, and regulatory requirements.

Insurance and Worker Protection
The Contractor shall maintain insurance coverage appropriate for theesvices performed under the
Agreement and as specified elsewhere in this RFP or thesulting Agreement.

The Contractor shall maintain workers' compensation coverage as gelired by Ohio law and shall
ensure that all subcontractors maintain legally required workers' ompensation coverage.

The Contractor shall be responsible for the safety of its empi@es, subcontractors, and operations
and shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local occupatioml safety requirements.

Records, Access, and Audit

The Contractor shall maintain complete and accurate records relating tohie performance of the
Agreement, including invoices, treatment records, labor recordssubcontractor records, and other
documentation necessary to demonstrate compliance with the Agreement and applicable grant
requirements.

14



The Contractor shall make such records available to Lake SWCD, OLEC,I®@EPA, EPA, and their
authorized representatives upon reasonable request for purposesf audit, examination, monitoring,
or verification of compliance.

Records shall be retained for at least three (3) years followingubmission of the applicable final
expenditure or performance report for the grant, or for anjonger period required by applicable
federal or state law or the OLEC grant agreement. If litigatioa,claim, audit, investigation, or other
action involving the records is initiated before the expiration ofhe applicable retention period, the
Contractor shall retain the records until the matter is fullyresolved.

Subcontractors

The Contractor shall obtain prior written approval from Lake SWCD fme engaging any
subcontractor to perform material services under the Agreement wén such approval is required by
the Agreement or applicable grant requirements.

The Contractor remains fully responsible for the performance dfs subcontractors and for ensuring
that all applicable federal, state, and local requirements are incoporated into and complied with by
its subcontractors.

The Contractor shall not use a subcontractor that is suspended, ebarred, or otherwise excluded
from participation in federally funded programs.

Ohio Requirements

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable State of Ohio laws, regulatns, executive orders,
and grant requirements applicable to the services performed undethe Agreement.

Where applicable to the Project, the Contractor shall make a good-fdit effort to utilize Ohio
businesses, products, materials, and services and to provideopportunities for participation by
minority-owned, women-owned, small, and other disadvantaged bsinesses in accordance with
applicable grant requirements.

The Contractor shall comply with applicable Ohio nondiscrimination ad equal employment
opportunity requirements.

Services Performed Within the United States
The Contractor shall perform all services required under the Agreesnt within the United States
unless LAKE SWCD provides prior written authorization for otherwise @rsuch performance is
permitted under the applicable grant agreement and law.

The Contractor shall disclose to LAKE SWCD the principal business loga of the Contractor and
the location where services under the Agreement will be perfored.

The Contractor shall notify LAKE SWCD of any proposed change in theation where services are
performed or where Project-related data is accessed, maintainedprocessed, or stored.

Ohio Ethics and Conflictef-Interest Requirements
The Contractor shall comply with applicable Ohio ethics and conflictef-interest laws in performing
the services under the Agreement.

15



The Contractor shall not take any action that would create an actual or appent conflict of interest
in connection with the Project or the use of grant funds.

Compliance with Laws Not Specifically Listed

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and locallaws, regulations,
ordinances, permits, orders, grant requirements, and applicable agecy guidance, whether or not
specifically listed in this RFP.

Where a conflict exists between this RFP and a mandatory requiremt of the OLEC grant
agreement, applicable federal law, or applicable state law, the mand@ry federal or state
requirement shall control.

Grant Compliance and Cooperation
The Contractor acknowledges that the services provided under thAgreement are being funded, in
whole or in part, with OLEC grant funds originating from EPA.

The Contractor shall cooperate fully with LAKE SWCD in satisfying the repog, monitoring,
documentation, audit, and other compliance obligations applicable b the Project.

The Contractor shall promptly provide LAKE SWCD with any documentati reasonably necessary
to demonstrate compliance with the OLEC grant agreement ompplicable federal or state
requirements.

Failure to comply with applicable grant requirements may constiite a material breach of the
Agreement and may result in withholding of payment, termination othe Agreement, recovery of
funds, or other remedies available to LAKE SWCD under the Agneent or applicable law.

Termination

Lake SWCD may terminate the Agreement for cause if the Cioaictor materially fails to perform its
obligations under the Agreement, fails to comply with applicablefederal, state, or local
requirements, or otherwise materially breaches the Agreement andhils to cure such breach within
the time specified by Lake SWCD.

Lake SWCD may also terminate the Agreement for convenience ap written notice to the
Contractor. In the event of termination for convenience, theContractor shall be compensated for
satisfactory Work properly performed and accepted through the edfictive date of termination,
subject to applicable grant requirements and the availability of gnt funds. The Contractor shall not
be entitled to anticipated profits or compensation for Work noperformed.

Upon termination, the Contractor shall promptly provide Lake SWCDwith all project records,
treatment documentation, maps, reports, data, and other deliverabls completed through the date
of termination.

Termination shall be conducted in accordance with the terms ofite Agreement and applicable
requirements of the OLEC grant agreement.
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Time for Completion

The Contractor shall complete all Work and submit all required reports, doamentation, and other
deliverables no later than December 31, 2028, unless an extension &pproved in writing by Lake
SWCD and is permitted under the OLEC Grant Agreemen

If the Contractor fails to complete the Work by the required @ampletion date, Lake SWCD may
assess liquidated damages of $500.00 per calendar day for eachay of delay, unless the delay
results from circumstances beyond the Contractor's reasomble control or an extension has been
approved in writing.

The parties agree that the liquidated damages amount representsreasonable estimate of damages
that may be difficult to determine precisely and is not irdnded as a penalty.

SECTION E. INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERERS

Proposal Format

To be entitled to consideration, a proposal must be made in accordance with the followingtimsisu

A. Preparation: Each proposal shall be submitted in the manner outlined by Lake 3Wi@Buired
signatures shall be executed by an authorized representative of the Bidder. Nfaosahile, or
telephonic proposal or modifications will be considered. Each propbsdilshow the breakdown
for each item as direct on the bid schedule (Exhibit A).

B. Names of Bidders: Each proposal shall give the full business address of the Bidddyés$igned
by them with their usual signature. Proposals by partnerships shall furnish theafuis of all
partners and shall be signed with the partnership name by one of the members ddittmeship
by an authorized representative, followed by the signature and title of the person signing.

1. Proposals by corporations must be signed with the legal name of the raiigo,
followed by the name of the state of incorporation and by the signature ateddf the
President, Secretary, or other person authorized to bind it in the matter.

2. The name of each person signing shall also be typed or printed below the sigrfature.

proposal by a person who affixes to their signature the word President, Secretary, Agent,

or other title without disclosing their principal may be held to be the prapad the
individual signing.

3. When requested by Lake SWCD, satisfactory evidence of the authority of the office or

agent signing on behalf of a corporation or partnership shall be furnished.
C. Proposal to Include all Work: Each proposal shall include all equipmetérial, supplies, or
services described in Section A, Section B, and Section C of this document.
D. Withdrawal of Proposal: Permission will not be given to withdraw or modify anyogedafter it

has been deposited as provided above. Negligence on the part of a Bidder in preparing the

proposal confers no right for the withdrawal of the proposal after it has been opened.

E. Acceptance or Rejection of Proposal: Lake SWCD reserves the right to accept any prapiobal
in its opinion, are deemed to be in the best interest of Lake SWé&k& SWCD reserves the right
to reject any or all proposals.

F. Informal Proposals: Proposals may be rejected for the following reasons:

1. If there are any irregularities of any kind which may tend to make the proposal
incomplete, indefinite, or ambiguous as to its meaning.
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2. If the Bidder adds any provisions reserving the right to accept or reject an award, or to
enter into a contract pursuant to an award. This does not exclude a proposal limiting the
maximum gross amount of awards acceptable to any one Bidder at any one proposal
letting, providing that.ake SWCDwill make a selection of awards.

3. If the proposal does not contain a unit price for each pay item lied, except in the
case of authorized alternate pay items or lump sum items.

G. Competency of Bidders: No proposal will be considered unless the Bidberitting the same
shall furnish evidence satisfactoryltake SWCDthat they have the necessary equipment, ability,
and financial resources to fulfill the conditions of the contract and Speifica Previous
experience and responsibility of the Bidders will be considered in awarding titeaco No
contract will be awarded to any Bidder who is in arrearsake SWCDupon debt or contract, or
who is in default as surety or otherwise upon any obligatiohdke SWCD

H. Disqualification of Bidders: Any of the following reasons may be cenesichs being sufficient for
the disqualification of a Bidder and the rejection of their proposal or proposals.

1. More than one proposal for the same work from an individual, firm, or c@foan under
the same or different names.

2. Evidence of collusion among Bidders. Participants in such collusion willeceive no
recognition as Bidders for any further worlof Lake SWCD until any such participant
shall have been reinstated as a qualified bidder.

3. Proposal prices that obviously are unbalanced.

I.  Addendum or Modification: Any addendum or modification issued dutiegime of bidding shall
be covered in the proposal and in awarded contract, such addendum or modifigétidiecome
part thereof. In the event any such addendum or modification is issuécky SWCDwithin 72
hours of the time set for the closing of proposals, excluding Saturdays, Suaddysgal holidays,
the time for submitting proposals shall be extended one (1) week, with no fudtieertising of
proposals.

J. Tax Exemptiond:ake SWCDis exempt from federal excise and transportation taxes and Ohio
State sales tax. Prices quoted should not include either federal excise or Ohio State sales tax. The
exemption certificates covering these taxes will be furnished upon request.

1. The transportation tax is not applicable on any purchase consignedke SWCDand
no tax exemption certificate is required. If for any reason a contemplatechase would
not be tax exempt, this fact will be indicated in the specifications, and such taxes may be
included in the price or shown as a separate item in the proposal.

K. Assignment of Contract: The Bidder who is awarded a contract shall not assign, transfer, convey,
sublet or otherwise dispose of said contract, or right, title or interest in ¢lhécsame, or any part
thereof, without previous consent in writing frofrake SWCDendorsed on or attached to the
contract.

In responding to this RFP, please submit one (1) complete hardcopy and one (1) digitafl @o
proposal addressing a minimum of the following items:

"6\eéX Ue :2U: U :2eXiée:X \U " 2Rdpdtei27 2 U: Ue 6
Description of Services to be Performed.

Assumptions and Expectations.

Cost Proposal as set forth in Sectior.

Bid Schedule (example attached as (Exhibit A)

Proposed Project schedule identifying milestones, deliveralds, and key

mTmoow>
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coordination meetings. Include current workload and schedule oproposed
Project in consideration of that workload.

G. Personal Experience and Resumes of Personnel.

H. Three (3) References.

This is not a complete list. Contractors are responsible for reviewing this RF P to ensure that all
required items are included in the submitted bid packet.

Selection and Award Process

The selection process will involve screening of submitted propsals and may also involve interviews.
Lake SWCD will select a Contractor on the basis of Contractor qufitations, price, understanding

of the scope of services, level of services to be provide@nd ability to complete the project within

the timeframe.

A mandatory presid meeting will be held virtually via Microsoft Teams oWednesday, September
16, 2026 at 10:00 AM Please RSVP for the mandatory prad meeting by 4:00 PMon Monday,
September 14, 2026; contact Caitlin Stillisano at cstillisano@lakecountyohio.gov or (440) 350-
2049. Directions will be provided at the time of RSVP.

If interested, please submit one (1) complete hardcopy and one (1)gital copy of a proposal to the
address below. Submissions must be received at the Lake S¥D offices no later than12:00 PM
NOON on Tuesday, September 29, 2026 Any proposals received after this time and date will not
be accepted. Lake SWCD expects to award the contract liyctober 2, 2026. Work will commence
after successful execution of a contract for services betwen the Contractor and Lake SWCD and
contract approval by OLEC. All work under this contract, includig invoices, must be completed and
delivered to Lake SWCD by December 31, 2028. Lake SWCD reservhe tight to waive any
informalities or minor irregularities, reject any and all statementghat are incomplete, conditional or
obscure, accept or reject any and all expenses incurred inannection with the preparation of a
response to this RFP. Lake SWCD reserves the right to obtain ficéal data or other supplemental
information concerning the bidders, if relevant. Bidders shoulgrepare their proposals simply and
economically, providing a straightforward and concise descriptionof their abilities to provide the
services described at the expected quality level. Lake SWCD gerves the right to accept the
proposal deemed most advantageous and in the best interéof Lake SWCD.

Questions should be directed to: Caitlin Stillisano (cstillisano@lakecountyohio.gov)ig email only.
The deadline to submit questions isSeptember 21, 2026. A Question and Response document will
be shared with all recipients of the RFP b8eptember 22, 2026.

Delivery:

The proposal shall be sealed in an envelope, addressed to:
Lake County Soil & Water Conservation District

105 Main Street, Suite B301

Painesville, Ohio 44077
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Exhibit A: Bid Schedule

Invasive Vegetation Control Restoration
Sites Bid Schedule

Unit Price

Item | Description QTY| Unit Labor Material | Total Unit| Total
No. Cost Cost

1 SITE ASSESSMENT 1 LS

2 INVASIVE VEGETATION 1 LS
CONTROEMINIMUM FOUR
TREATMENTS

3 TREATMENT DOCUMENTAT 1 LS
AND ANNUAL REPORTS

4 MANAGEMENT PLAN 1 LS
5 NATIVE SEEDING, WHERE |1 LS
APPLICABLE

6 OTHER (EXPLAIN):

TOTAL CONTRACT BID PRICE ITEMS 1 THH

AMOUNTS SHALL BE SHOWN IN FIGURES. THE TOTAL CONTRACT BID PRICE AS LISTH
INFORMATION ONLY AT THE TIME OF OPENING BIDS. IF THERE IS A DISCREPANCY BE
TOTAL UNIT COST AND THE TOTAL COST BID ON ANY ITEM, MATHEMATICAL MISTAKE
RESOLVED BY MULTIPLYING THE SUM OF THE INDIVIDUAL UNIT PRICES GIVEN FOR L
MATERIAL TIMES THE ESTIMATED QUANTITY FOR EACH BID ITEM. THE TOTAL SUM OFf
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS SHALL GOVERN.
THE BIDDER AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRACT TERMS:

x COMPLETION DATE: THIS PROJECT MUST BE COMPLETE NO LATER December 3

X LIQUIDATED DAMAGES: $500.00 FOR EACH DAY BEYOND December 31, 2028.

X FUNDING AND CLOSEOUT PAPERWORK: December 31, 2028.

NAMEOFBIDDER: DATE:

SIGNATURE OF BIDDER:
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Exhibit B Site Maps
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Exhibit C: OLEC Grant Agreement with Lake SWCD
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OLEC # LECG 623-2026

OHIO LAKE ERIE COMMISSION
SUBAWARD AGREEMENT

PREAMBLE

This Subaward Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between the Chair of the
Ohio Lake Erie Commission (“OLEC”) through its Executive Director, on behalf of the OLEC,
and the Subrecipient identified in Exhibit A, which Exhibit is attached hereto and
incorporated by reference as if fully rewritten herein. This Agreement establishes the duties
and obligations of OLEC and Subrecipient, with OLEC and Subrecipient together referred to
as "the parties."

WHEREAS OLEC is the recipient of a United States Environmental Protection Agency
(“U.S. EPA") Cooperative Agreement, Grant, No. 00E03690, and is to make distribution of
the award moneys from that grant.

WHEREAS Subrecipient has made application for a subaward and after review of the
application, OLEC has determined that Subrecipient is eligible for an OLEC subaward
funded from the above referenced grant.

WHEREAS OLEC desires to engage Subrecipient in, and Subrecipient desires to perform,
the services provided for in this Agreement, in accordance with the terms and conditions
prescribed by OLEC.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements set forth
herein, the parties hereby agree as follows:

ARTICLE I: RELIANCE AND EXPERTISE AND DESIGNEES

1.1 Reliance and Expertise: OLEC enters into this Agreement in reliance upon
Subrecipient’s representations that it has the necessary expertise and experience to
perform its obligations hereunder, and Subrecipient agrees. warrants and represents
that it possesses the necessary expertise and experience and that all persons
involved in Subrecipient's performance of work under this Agreement are properly
qualified, trained, competent and experienced, and possess the required licenses,
permits, certifications, registrations and the like, necessary to lawfully provide and
perform the services. OLEC shall not be required to hire, pay, or provide training or
supervision for any assistants to Subrecipient, in order for Subrecipient to perform or
enable it to perform the services required under this Agreement. Where applicable,
such persons are appropriately medically monitored during the activities undertaken.

1.2 Subrecipient’s Designee: Subrecipient shall coordinate all work with OLEG through
Subrecipient's designee, who shall be known as the "Project Representative,” who
shall have the authority to represent Subrecipient in the performance of its duties and
obligations under this Agreement. The initial Project Representative shall be the
person named in Exhibit B, which Exhibit is attached hereto and hereby incorporated



Ohio Lake Erie Commission
Subaward Agreement for U.S.EPA Grant No. 00EQ3690
OLEC # LECG 623-2026

1.3

2.1

3.1

3.2

by reference as if fully rewritten herein. Subrecipient may designate different Project
Representatives throughout the term of this Agreement by providing written
notification to the OLEC Project Monitor.

OLEC’s Designee: OLEC shall coordinate all work with Subrecipient through the
OLEC Executive Director or the Executive Director's designee, which designee shall
be known as the "OLEC Project Monitor,"” both of which shall have the authority to
evaluate Subrecipient’'s performance under this Agreement and make the necessary
determinations, resolutions, consents, approvals, denials or other such actions as
may be specified in this Agreement. Given OLEC's responsibilities under state and
federal law with respect to the work performed and award moneys administered,
OLEC shall be the sole judge as to the adequacy of the work and its conformity to
the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Any questions or dispute regarding the
duties and obligations of Subrecipient shall be resolved by the Executive Director or
the OLEC Project Monitor. The initial OLEC Project Monitor shall the person named
in Exhibit B of this Agreement. The Executive Director may designate a different
OLEC Project Monitor by written notification to the Project Representative.

ARTICLE II: SCOPE OF WORK, INCONSISTENCIES

Scope of Work: Subrecipient agrees to perform the work under this Agreement, as
specifically set forth herein. By entering into this Agreement, Subrecipient certifies
that the information contained in Exhibit A is current, accurate, and complete. In the
event of inconsistencies or conflicts between Exhibit A, this Agreement or Exhibit B,
Exhibit B shall govern.

ARTICLE Iil: TIME OF PERFORMANCE, AVAILABILITY OF MONEYS AND
BIENNIUM LIMITATIONS

Time of Performance: This Agreement shall be effective and binding upon the
parties on the date the last required signature is affixed to this Agreement, consistent
with the provisions of this Agreementi, ("effective date”). Performance of this
Agreement shall commence on the effective date and conclude on or hefore the
Project Closure Date identified in Exhibit B, subject to the paragraph 3.3, below.

Availabitity of Award Moneys: It is expressly understood and agreed by the parties
that none of the duties and obligations described in this Agreement shall be binding
on either party until all relevant statutory provisions of the Revised Code (“R.C.")
including, but not limited to, R.C. 126.07, have been complied with, and until such
time as all necessary award moneys are available or encumbered and, when required,
such expenditure of award moneys is approved by the Controlling Board of the State
of Ohio, or until such time that OLEC provides Subrecipient with written notice that
such award moneys have been made available to OLEC by OLEC’s funding source. If
OLEC should learn that award moneys are unavailable to meet its obligations set
forth herein, OLEC shall use best efforts to promptly notify Subrecipient and this
Agreement shall be deemed void ab initio.
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3.3

3.4

4.1

4.2

43

Biennium Limitations: As the current General Assembly cannot commit a future
General Assembly to expenditure, this Agreement shall expire no later than the last
day of the fiscal biennium for which funds have been appropriated to OLEC by the
General Assembly for this Project. Unless terminated pursuant to this Agreement,
this Agreement shall be automatically renewed in each succeeding fiscal biennium
in which any balance of moneys payable by OLEC under this Agreement remain
unpaid, provided that both an appropriation of unpaid funds and the certification
required by R.C. 126.07 are made and provided further that the term of the payments
shall not extend beyond the Project Closure Date, unless the parties agree in writing
to payments beyond such date.

OhioPays Registration Requirement: Subrecipient shall register with the State of
Ohio as a Supplier through the Ohio Shared Services OhioPays system and shall
maintain an active OhioPays account for the duration of this Agreement. Subrecipient
shall complete all steps required by Ohio Shared Services to obtain a valid State of
Ohio Payee (“Supplier”) ID, including submission of all required organizational and
payment information. Subrecipient shall provide their Payee ID to the OLEC Project
Monitor within thirty-five (35) days of receiving the executed agreement. No
payment—whether advance, reimbursement, or final—shali be issued under this
Agreement until Subrecipient has an active and verified OhioPays account. Failure
to establish or maintain an active OhioPays account may constitute noncompliance
with this Agreement and delay or prevent payment.

ARTICLE IV: PAYMENTS, EXPENDITURES, INTEREST,
UNSPENT AWARD MONEYS

Award Moneys: Pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, OLEC
awards to Subrecipient a Subaward in an amount not to exceed the amount (“award
moneys”) set forth in Exhibit B, which amount shall constitute the sole and exclusive
consideration offered or furnished by OLEC for the performance of duties and
obligations by Subrecipient.

Payment: Payment of the award moneys shall be as set forth in Exhibit B.

Working Capital Advance Payments: Subject to the approval of the OLEC Project
Monitor, an initial request for working capital advance payment may be submitted
together with the formal acceptance of this Agreement and shall be limited to the
minimum amount needed for the first ninety (90} days of the Project and timed to be in
accordance with the actual, immediate cash requirements of the Subrecipient in
carrying out the purpose of the Project. Subsequent requests shall be limited to
payment for costs incurred and properly invoiced. If, at the time payment request is
made, Subrecipient has a cash balance from the initial advance, the payment amount
shall be reduced by the amount of the cash balance.
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4.5

4.6

4.7

5.1

Program Income: Program income earned during the term of the Agreement shall
be reported on the reports required under this Agreement and shall be deducted from
the total costs eligible for reimbursement.

Interest Accrual:

a. Subrecipient may deposit award moneys in interest bearing or non- interest-
bearing accounts. Subrecipient shall document any interest accrued on award
moneys on the reports required under this Agreement.

b. Any interest accrued on award moneys shall be administered pursuant fo 2
CFR 200.3085, in that Subrecipient shall promptly, but at least annually, remit
to OLEC interest earned on advances. Subrecipient may keep interest
amounts up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) per calendar year for
administrative expenses.

Unspent Award Moneys: Upon expiration or termination of this Agreement, the
OLEC Project Monitor shall invoice Subrecipient for all unspent award moneys.
Within thirty (30) days after the invoice date, Subrecipient shall return all unspent
award moneys to OLEC pursuant to an official check, payable to Treasurer of the
State of Ohio.

Proper Payment Request: A proper payment request shall contain: (a)
Subrecipient’s name and federal employer identification number (or other
identification as appropriate); (b} address to where payment is to be sent; (¢)
Purchase Order number, which authorizes the purchase of services; (d) description
of the services performed and total hours worked; and (e) signature of Subrecipient’s
Chief Fiscal Officer or equivalent person, certifying that upon a due diligence review
and to the best of their knowledge and belief, the information contained in the
payment request is correct, all expenditures support the work described, and the
payment requested is valid, and the work performed consistent and compliant with
this Agreement. Upon receipt and approval of a proper payment request by the OLEC
Project Monitor, a voucher for payment shall be processed. Pursuant to Ohio
Administrative Code ("Ohio Adm. Code”) 126-3-01, a payment request is not proper
if it contains a defect or impropriety. The OLEC Project Monitor shall notify
Subrecipient of any defect or impropriety of a payment request.

ARTICLE V: SUSPENSION OR TERMINATION

Suspension or Termination: OLEC may, with or without cause, immediately
suspend or terminate this Agreement and any obligations incidental thereto,
in whole or in part and/or require total or partial refund of any award moneys
provided under this Agreement, including interest which may have accrued on
such moneys, by providing written notice to Subrecipient. OLEC may, in its
discretion, provide Subrecipient a stated period in which to remedy any cause
for suspension or termination which is within the control of Subrecipient. As
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53

54

5.5

used herein, "cause” includes, but is not limited to, a determination by OLEC
that there is an unavailability of funds from OLEC’s funding source, whether
an appropriation or otherwise; failure by Subrecipient to comply with or
satisfactorily perform any duty or obligation required by this Agreement;
Subrecipient has not shown or be able to show the ability to perform in a
satisfactory manner, including but not limited to, failure to ensure reasonable
completion of the Project within the stated Project timelines; Subrecipient has
not complied with federal or state laws or regulations; the effective
performance of this Agreement is substantially endangered; or any other
stated cause.

Cessation of Activities: Subrecipient upon receipt of notice of suspension or
termination, shall immediately cease work on the suspended or terminated
activities, immediately suspend or terminate all subcontracts, if any, relating
to the suspended or terminated activities, take all necessary and appropriate
steps to limit expenditures, disbursements and minimize costs, and, if
requested, within such time stated, furnish a written report, that identifies and
details the work perform {o that date, accomplishments, evaluations of work
activities and such other matters as may be required by OLEC.

Payment for Services Rendered: Upon submission of a proper payment
request, Subrecipient shall be paid for services rendered up to the date
Subrecipient received notice of suspension or termination, less any payments
previously made, provided Subrecipient has supported such paymenis with
detailed factual data identifying services performed and hours worked. In the
event of suspension or termination, any payments made by OLEC for which
Subrecipient has not rendered services or cannot support such payment with
the detailed factual data set forth above, shall be refunded to OLEC.
Subrecipient agrees to waive any right to, and shall make no claim for,
additional compensation against OLEC by reason of such suspension or
termination.

Work Products: In the event this Agreement is terminated prior to its
completion, Subrecipient, upon payment as specified herein, shall deliver to
OLEC all work products and documents which have been prepared by
Subrecipient while providing services under this Agreement. Unless prohibited
by law, such materials shall become the property of OLEC to be used in such
manner and for such purpose as OLEC may choose. Subrecipient may retain
a copy of the materials as verification of the work performed. This paragraph
is not intended to confer upon OLEC the ownership of proprietary instructional
materials utilized in connection with training services provided by
Subrecipient, or to supersede any rights or interests to any materials based
on federal or state law (e.g., R.C. 3345.14 for state colleges and universities).

Termination of Agreement by Subrecipient: Subrecipient may terminate
this Agreement upon receipt by the OLEC Project Monitor of thirty (30) days
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5.6

57

6.1

6.2

6.3

prior written signed notice, whereupon termination shall be administered as if
commence by OLEC.

Mutual Termination: Upon mutual written, signed consent of all parties, this
Agreement may be terminated, in whole or in part, pursuant to the provisions
of said mutual consent. Subrecipient shall submit a proper payment request
which shall be reviewed pursuant to this Agreement.

Legal and Equitable Remedies: OLEC reserves the right to seek all other
legal and equitable remedies.

ARTICLE Vi: PERFORMANCE

Independent Contractor: Subrecipient and subcontractors, if any, and their
respective agents, servanis and employees, shall fulfill the terms of this
Agreement as independent contractors and neither Subrecipient and
subcontractors, if any, nor their respective agents, servants or employees,
shall at any time, or for any purpose, be considered as agents, servants or
employees of OLEC, and as such, are not public employees for the purposes
of R.C. Chapter 145 based solely on being a party or participant to this
Agreement.

Subrecipient Responsibilities: Subrecipient shall be responsible for the
hiring of all its employees and support staff and shall furnish its own materials,
tools, equipment, computers internet access, software, phone services, office
space, and other such things necessary for satisfactory performance under
this Agreement. Subrecipient shall be responsible for all Subrecipient’s
business expenses relating to this Agreement, including, but not limited to,
employees’ wages and salaries, insurance of every type and description, and
ali business and personal taxes, including income and Social Security taxes
and contributions for Workers’ Compensation and Unemployment
Compensation coverage, if any. As is used in this Agreement, the terms
“tasks,” services” and “work” may be read interchangeably.

OLEC Communication to Subrecipient: OLEC may, from time to time,
communicate specific instructions and requests to Subrecipient concerning
the performance of the work described in this Agreement. Upon such notice
and within ten (10) days after receipt of instructions, unless a different period
is specified in such notice, Subrecipient shall compiy with such instructions
and fulfill such requests to the OLEC Project Monitor's satisfaction. It is
expressly understood by the parties that these instructions and requests are
for the sole purpose of performing the specific tasks requested and to ensure
satisfactory completion of the work described in this Agreement, and that the
management of the work, including the exclusive right to control or direct the
manner or means by which the work is performed, remains with Subrecipient.
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6.4

6.5

7.1

Subcontract: Subrecipient shall be responsible for ensuring the performance
of and/or compliance with its duties and obligations arising under this
Agreement, including any repayment obligation. Unless subcontracting is
authorized in Exhibit A, Subrecipient shall not subcontract duties and
obligations under this Agreement without the prior written signed consent of
the OLEC Program Monitor. Subrecipient shall make all subcontracts subject
in all respects to the terms and conditions of this Agreement and the work and
activities to be performed by subcontractors shall not exceed or vary from the
Project without the prior consent of the OLEC Project Monitor. As used in this
Agreement, subcontracting shall include, but not be limited to, lower tier
covered transactions and contracting with consultants. Subrecipient shall not
agree to any provision which seeks to bind OLEC to terms inconsistent with,
or at variance from, this Agreement.

Provisions Inure to Benefit of Parties: All provisions of this Agreement shall
inure to the benefit of and be binding upon, the parties hereto and their
respective agents, successors, and assigns; provided neither party may
assign any of its respective duties and obligations hereunder, in whole or in
part, without the prior written, signed consent of the other. No assignment, if
any, shall operate to release Subrecipient from its liability for the performance
of its duties and obligations under this Agreement. No party shall have the
right to bind or obligate the other party in any manner without the other party’s
prior written consent. Any assignment, delegation, or transfer not consented
to may, at the sole discretion of OLEC, be deemed void.

ARTICLE VII: LIABILITY

Liability:

a. Each party shall be responsible for all claims for injury or damages arising
from this Agreement which are attributable to its own actions or omissions
or those of its trustees, officers, agents, employees, suppliers, third parties
utilized by Subrecipient, subcontractors, or joint venturers, while acting
under this Agreement, as determined by a court of competent jurisdiction.
Such claims shall include any claims made under the Fair Labor Standards
Act or under any other federal or state law involving wages, overtime, or
employment matters and any claims involving patents, copyrights, and

trademarks.

b. Itisunderstood and agreed that neither party to this Agreement shall be liable
for any negligent or wrongful acts, either of commission or omission,
chargeable to the other, uniess such liability is imposed by law, as
determined by a court of competent jurisdiction. Each parly to this
Agreement shall seek its own legal counsel and bear its own cost, including
judgments, in any litigation that may arise from the performance of this

Agreement.
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